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Bennigsen reported that he had been attacked by
60,000 French tinder Napoleon in person. If he was, in
good faith, tinder this delusion it will account for his want of
vigour. But surely his intelligence should have been better!

He reported to the Czar that "the succours, so much
desired by General Buxhowden, did not arrive in time,
although it was scarcely distant from me two miles,* in the
neighbourhood of Makow, and that it had halted halfway to
afford me all the advantages of my victory," f

Buxhowden is unjustly blamed here; for he had Kamen-
skof s orders to retreat on Ostrolenka, and he was doing so
with Dochtorow's and Tutchkow's divisions by Makow, and
with Essen's and Anrepp's from Popowo. Kamenskoi was
with Bennigsen the night before the battle, and Buxhowden
had no fresh orders from him. It is true that Dochtorow did
recall part of his division to support Gallitzin at Golymin,
but the cases were not altogether parallel. He was merely
supporting a rearguard retreating by the same road as
himself.

Lannes seems to have made the best of an extremely
unpleasant position. He was put in it owing to the
Emperor's false intelligence as to the enemy's lines of retreat.
His orders to Lannes, already quoted,^ indicate clearly his
belief that there was no considerable force at Pultusk. They
do not even provide for Lannes' action in the event of his find-
ing himself outnumbered, Napoleon, in fact, believed that the
enemy was marching on Makow, and all his efforts were
directed against the right of the Eussian army and its rear,
now that it was separated by Ney, Bernadotte, Bessieres, and
* German miles of 4J English. Distance, therefore, was about 9 miles,

f Bennigsen's despatch, quoted by Wilson, p. 336 The translation is not
very clear, nor well punctuated, but the meaning can be gathered. The proper
translation would appear to be "the succour so much desired by me from
General Buxhowden, although distant from me scarcely 2 miles, in the
neighbourhood of Makow, did not arrive in time to afford me all the advantages
of my victory; it had halted halfway."

t Vide supra, p. 94.